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ADVERTISEMENT. 


GY. 


PF x author of the following Sermon 
begs leave to ſtate. the circumſtances under 
which he has been induced to offer it to the 
public. Being engaged both in an occupa- 
tion which requires conſtant aſſiduity, and in a 
literary work of great importance, he had no 
thought of appearing in any public character, 
conceiving it his duty not to undertake any 
literary engagements which may divert his 
time and attention from their preſent objects. 
He therefore committed the following pages 
to paper the evening before he officiated for 
an highly reſpeded friend; and from the 
ſame motives which induced him to write 
them, added to the requeſt of thoſe for 
whoſe judgement he cannot but feel the 
greateſt deference, has been urged to publiſh 


them in a cheap form, for general circulation. * 


He is fully ſenſible of the inefficiency of that 
excuſe which is ſometimes offered for haſty 


productions, and therefore begs he may not 


be conſidered | as making uſe of the plea of 
A 3 | haſte 


S 


haſte and want of time for 0 

cover the defects of the preſent compoſition. 
The only defence he has to offer is this 
The following ſermon was written on the 
ſpur of the moment, by one who bas few 
opportunities of exerting himſelf in the paſ- 
toral duties; is publiſhed at the requeſt of 
ſome reſpectable members of the congrega- 


tion to whom it was preached, and of other 
| Friends, and from the author's earneſt deſire 


of employing his humble talents to promote 
the * 5 and genera] ood: I 
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N. B. "A edition on Gaperio paper may 
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Praiſed be the Lord daily : even the God who helpeth | 
us, TIT 'his-benefits: upon u. — | 


| I. i. 5 uo Mane 3 for 
the'ſingutar inconfiſtenctes which mankind art 
apt to fall into, in their eſtimation of the 
duties of Morality and Religion. Ingrati- 
tude, in a moral view, appears to us ſo 
deteſtable a vice, that it is reprobated by the 


ligious light, tho“ gratitude to the Supreme 
Being is allowed to be a debt we can never 


ſulficiently Uiſcharge, the ſinful omiſſion of | 


it is not held a mark of ſuch depravity, as to 
exclude” men from the eſtimation of their 
fellow creatures. Without inveſtigating the 
remoter and ſubſervient cauſes of this con- 
n, I ſhall at once proceed to point 
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univerſal conſent of muankind; yet; in a re 
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i 
[1 


out thoſe 8 are the principal; and by 
calling your attention to the infinite and per- 
petual mercies of Gad, I ſhall endeavour, by 
a few inſtances, to bring home to your feelings 
ſome points, which perhaps have not met 


with all that conſideration from us which they 


deſerye. 


I ar far from thinking ſo ill of . 
nature, as to believe that the ingratitude 
which we ſhew to the ſupreme Giver of all 
good, ariſes from an obſtinate depravity of 
mind; though I confeſs it is a certain proof 
of a heart not right with God. The Author 
af our being has ſurely beſtowed on us all, 
in ſome degree, the finer feelings of the 
ſoul; and though in ſome they may be acute, 
in others dull, they can never be entirely 
blunted, but in thoſe who are totally loſt to 
the very name of humanity, hardened in every 
vice, and polluted by every crime. The 


prevailing cauſe, I apprehend, will be found 


i to conſiſt in an inexcuſable and guilty care- 
| leflneſs, which inconſiderately attributes thoſe 
bleſſings which it conſtantly and habitually 
receives, to the proximate, inſtead of the pri- 


raatters 


0 cauſe; ny. nes holds them to be 


4 
7 
; 
t 
* 


my my, yy Www WU R8aw 


9 vw 


— 5 * 


© OA 1 


e 


matters of right and courſe than of 099 and 


Let us caſt our eyes around u us. Behold ö 
the glorious lamp of day, riſen in the firma- 


ment, diſpenſing light and heat, nouriſhing, 
cheering, and ſupporting all things. Did it 


ever occur to any one of us, when beholding 


his majeſtic orb haſting to impart his in- 
fluence to the weſtern hemiſphere, did it, I 
ſay, ever occur to us to aſk, To whom do 
we owe this bleſſing, and by whoſe unerrmg 
laws have we the aſſurance that to-morrow 
will witneſs the ſame effulgence of glory, and 
receive the ſame benefits of light and heat, 
which we have experienced to-day? If we 
are aſked, how we know that. the ſun will 
riſe. to-morrow, we ſay that he will na. 
turally. riſe. And here lies the ſource of our 
ingratitude: we are content with aſſigning 
merely the proximate cauſe. We ſtop ſhort. 
We da not © look through Nature up to 
Nature's God. We conſider Nature as an 


agent, whereas Nature ſignifies only a fixed 
and regular recurrence of effects, of which 


the Author and the Cauſe, is God. Every 


natural benefit, therefore, which we receiye, 
is undoubtedly a mercy from God; the 
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neglect of which confideration is another 
powerful cauſe of human ingratitude. All 
are ready to acknowledge, that ſignal benefits 
conferred - on them, which they were totally 
infufficient to procure themiſelyes, are to be 
confidered'as inftances of divine favour and 
protection. But we are too apt to forget our 
own unworthineſs; which is a third prevail- 
ing cauſe of our ingratitude. Whatever is 
beſtowed on us, of which we ſtand in need, 
which is eſſential to our comfort and happi- 
neſs, is a mercy : and the more ſo, if we Rave 


not the . com to it. 


Let 8 then our condition. We 
are the creatures of God. Shall the thing 
formed ſay to im that formed it, Why haſt thou 
made me thus ?”? As God is our Creator, and 


as his power is ſupreme and uncontroulable, 


he might have created us incapable of happi- 
neſs. To have even exempted us from abſo- 
ſate miſery, was more than we could of right 
demand. Or, as we are continually offend- 
ing him, and provoking his diſpleaſure, he 
might Make our ſenſes, ſores, and pains to 
sus, inſtead of what they now are, inſtru- 
ments of gratification and enjoyment. - He 
.N kt P . obſerves, Heath 
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r © made every thing we caſted: bitter, every| | 
1 40 . we ſaw loathſome, every thing we | 
8 ec touched a ſting, every ſmell a ſtench, and ö 
y _ _«<.every.ſound-a diſcord.” * And. that we de- 
e ſerve this, we muſt both acknowledge, and are 
d 


indeed ſelfcondemned by our own ſeverity to | | 
Ir our fellow- creatures that -offend us. That 
[- things are not thus, that our ſenſes are the in- 
18 ſtruments of our pleaſures, and that we are | 
J, placed among objects ſo ſuited to our percep- | | 
1- tions, as continually to miniſter to our re- 
ve freſhment and delight, is ſurely .owing to no | 


merit and no power of our own. It ariſes, as 
we muſt acknowledge, from the bounty er 


Ve dur Creator ; and as our own conſcience 
18 muſt -convict us all of innumerable offences 1 
ou againſt him, that we continue in this ſtate 18 

be ee e i a os i 


Thus not only 7 common ad ordi- 
nary enjoyment which we feel, but every 

miſery which we eſcape, is a new mercy; and l 
it is impoſſible to look on ourſelves, or || 
around us, without meeting with examples 
of the divine merey in continued and never- 
'nonfing exertions for our comfort and ſup- || 

. and the contemplation of univerſal | 

| „ nature Wy 
See Dr. PALEN mw Divine: Benevolence. | 
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| þ nature affords an ade view of infinite . -arc 


| -goodneſs on the part of God, and infinite fro 
unworthineſs on our own. In this awful and cot 
unlimited proſpect, the febble ken of human tur 


| underſtanding | is loſt and bewildered, and it Al 
becomes neceſſary for us to ſelect ſome par- 6052 
ticular object on which it may repoſe: and it 
is a moſt ſublime and affecting circumſtance 
to know,“ that if every man were called to 
ſelect ſome particular inſtance of God's mercy 
by which he is more immediately ſtruck, 
perhaps hardly two perſons would agree in 
chuſing the ſame; ſo vaſt, ſo varied, ſo in- 
finite, is the benevolence of God. I would 
here be underſtood as ſpeaking with refer- 
ence to the general and conſtant mercies of 
the Creator ; for with regard to partial or ex- 
traordinary inſtances, they who have alike 
experienced them, cannot but agree in like 
i * ſentiments of acknowledgment. | 


It is to this latter kind of mercies that I 

- principally wiſh to draw your attention in 
this diſcourſe; and by a few obſervations on 
the preſent inſtance of divine merey, in ſo 
| bountifully providing the fruits of the earth 
* e our ret I ſhall endeavour to ſhew the 
dreadful 

*. Sce Dr. PaLtr as above... 
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[dreadful and enormous guilt of thoſe, who, 
from the moſt ſelfiſh. and ſordid motives, 
continue to withhold from their fellow-crea- 
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tures that ſupply, which it has 2985 the 


pert to | for their relief. 


When we. dwell on that moſt delight 


of all the divine attributes, the Mercy of 
God, we muſt at the ſame time bear in mind 
ariother, which appears in ſeverer glory, I 
mean his Juſtice. The relative ſituation in 
- which by the divine favodr we are permitted 
to ſtand, is that of children to our Almighty 
Father. To us he exerciſes, with unerring 
wiſdom); that wholeſome diſcipline, which we, 


to the | beſt of aur feeble. judgment, exerciſe 


towards our children: warning, reproving, - 


admotuſhing, correcting, ever indulgent to 


our errors, lenient to our failings, merciful 
to our fins. The neceſſity of correction we 
cannot but admit, unleſs we are willing 
preſumptuouſly to eſtabliſh what the jargon 

of modern Atheiſm is pleaſed to ſtile the per- 
fecdtibility af human nature; which is in- 
deed capable of becoming perfect in every 
crime. If then, for our admonition or chaſ- 
tiſement, it pleaſeth the Almighty to viſit us 
with ſome heavy calamity, it is our part wWwitk 


patience 


* | p 14 ö | ; 
patience-and:vefignation-torfubmit. National 


- fins may be corrected by national puniſh- 


ment; and whoever confiders the ſevere and 


-affliding' dearth, which we have ſo lately 


ſuffered, as proceeding merely from accidental 


- cauſes, ſeems to me, I confeſs, to attribute too 


much to the merits of human nature, and too 


Aittle to the wiſdom of God. When men 


attempt to inveſtigate or account for the 
divine diſpenſations, they are treading on 
tholy:ground : it behoves them to proceed 
with :reverential awe; yet ſurely we may pro- 
iceed, if we are careful to bear in mind our 


Frailty, and extreme inſirmity of judgement. 


Tome, IL confeſs it appears, that ſince this 
eountry has been engaged in the conteſt with 
Anarchy and Atheiſm; the hand of Provi- 


dence has been manifeſted more ſingularly in 
ts preſervation, than in any period of equal 
duration ſince the foundation of the Britiſh 
empire. Our diſtinguiſhed naval victories 
have been gained at periods, when the very 
-cxiſtence of the country depended on our 
ſuceeſs . The machinations uf our inteſtine foes 
ſhave been brought to light at the moſt critical 


of periods, when: a few more days would have 
given chem ſtrength and energy, which the 
N 2 vigorous efforts e diſñeulty 


have 
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have reſiſted. bees Gate 
from our ſhores, and the liſe of our beloved 


Sovereign has more than once been preferved 
from the hand of the aſſaſſin: and our weak- 


neſs has been turned into ſtrength, by a union 


with our ſiſter kingdom, at the very time 
when our enemies had hoped by long-foment- 
Z 00 ine e to ee us for ever. 


> Uther ein J -omit, — yet 


are of no mean importance. Let us afk, 
What would have been the conſequence if 
our brave ſeamen had continued under Ja- 


cobimeal deluſion ? if, inſtead of triumphs, 


we had ſuffered defeats from the tyrant of 


India if the fleets of Holland had been 


added to thoſe of our united foes? The 
inſtances if ſignal deliveranees which we have 


experienced / within theſe laſt eight years, are 


ſo many and ſo great, as cannot be paralleled 
in the like ſpace. of time, nay, ſcarcely even 
in centuries, in any period of the Britiſn 
hiſtory from the nit age. If this be 
true, and T appeal merely to common infor- 
mation and common ſenſe, there muſt be 
ſomething extraordinary, ſomething unuſually 
anon Ml in e conk we can oe it 
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therefore, 
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therefore, and let us owe it with due gratitude, 
to "we pen of God alone. 


Fet it muſt be acknowledged, As while 
daring the laſt eight years we have enjoyed 
an enviable proſperity, we have not been careful 
to repre(s the inroads of fin. While the com- 
merce of the whole world has centered in theſe 
kingdoms, it has introduced with it avarice 
and profuſion, luxury. and want. Is it ven- 
| turing. too far to preſume, that the late afflic- 
Y ting ſcarcity was a juſt and kind admonition, 
Which, if properly received by us, may tend to 
check the enormities and ſubdue the untract- 
ableneſs of inordinate wealth. It is certain, 
that luxury never arrived at fo uncontroulable 
an height in theſe kingdoms, as it has within 
a few years. Both that, and every other 
ſpecies of guilty diſſipation, have of late in 
their various degrees infected every claſs of 
ſociety ; While avarice has prompted the mer- 
chant to unreaſonable ſpeculations, and im- 


menſe abundance has been productive of 


ruinous profuſion. The, unprecedented mer- 


cies of God, which I have already mentioned, 
have not filled our hearts with that gratitude 
Which we owe him, have not touched our 
wan with a due ſenſe of his unbounded 
_ goodne(s, 


17 
goodneſs; and our own infinite dependance. 
We have within the ſhort ſpace of five 
years twice received a warning, too awful 
to forget! and O may we not forget it! The 


want of the common neceſſaries of life, is 
an evil which ſtrikes. too much home to our 


boſoms not to produce a keen and ſenſible 


feeling at the moment; but this, like all 
others, from the levity of the age, is tem- 


porary. Before the laſt year, the feelings of 
the former recent preſſure were forgotten, and 


we ſeemed ſecure in our abundance. - i owr 
proſperity we ſaid We Hall neuer be removed. 
They O God, of thy. goodneſs haſt. made our hill 
fo ftronp,” May the late repetition of our 
ſufferings ; have a ſenſible effect on our minds; 
may it teach us to check the prodigality of our 
inclinations, may it induce us to,retrench our 


ſuperfluities; and to make ſuch defalcations 


from our luxuries, as may be effectually ap- 
plied to the nobleſt of purpoſes, the relief of 
our fellow creatures. It is indeed, and with 
honeſt pleaſure be it ſpoken, it is a fact, that 
the generoſity of all ranks. of people was 
never more readily or more · effectually exerted 
than in the late period, of ſcarcity and diſtreſs. 
Aud __ We. n and feel this to be the 


caſe, | 


% 
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caſe, ve may teſt affured, that the admonition 
which was intended * 5 not a, loſt 
+ 3%) 


a 36k another Semen cudlance, chat 
in boch enſes the mereies of God have been 
fiingulerly exerted for our reef. The former 


. Teardity was ſucceeded by plenty, and we have 


reaſon to believe that the Preſent harveſt, 


if not unuſually abundant, is certainly - not 


remarkable for "Being -deficient © below the 
wal produce” of the year. But let us for 


à moment ſuppoſe it otherwiſe; the ſeaſon- 


able weather Which has been afforded for 


eollecting it, has been à moſt - providential 


mercy; for what would have been the con- 
ſequence of a ſcanty crop, / milde wed by wet, 
and unripened by genial heat? The fact, 
however, ſeems moſt uncontrovertible, that 
the prefent harveſt has both been collected 


with unequalled ſucceſs, with ſcarcely-any of 


the common partial interruptions, and that 
its abundance is at leaſt equal to the ſupply of 


any common year. Praiſed, therefore, be 


the Lord daily, eben woe God who belpeth us, and 
pourtth his benefits pon us. His kind indul- 


gence has miniſtered to our wants, and his 
bounteous 


19 . | | 
on bounteous Providence hath turned our dearth | 
oſt into plenty, and our heavineſs into joy. 


What then can we think muſt de chen | 
at portion, who can unite in withholding'from | 
en mankind- thoſe abundant ſtores, which God | 
i has provided for their aſe? Who, not 'fatis- 
by fed with extorting from the "comforts of the | 
ot 
he 


moderately affluent and from the neceffitres of | 
the poor, during a continued ſeries of long, 
we fevere, and unequalled calamity, perſevere in 
wy cruelty, and proudly bid defiance” to the Al- 
© mighty's will, intercepting that bounty which 
he intended for the general uſe? hat mean 
ye, that ye beat my people to pieres, and prind ius 
Faces of the poor ? Jaith the Lord of hofts.”* An 
expoſtulation fo ſevere, we may be affured 
will be followed by a proportionably dreadful | 
puniſhment ; and though it is hopeleſs to 
expect that human perſuaſions can prevail, - | 
when divine denunciations of vengeance have 
no effect, yet it is our duty to ſtate What 
thoſe denunciations are, and to enforce them 
to the beſt of our power. Either, then, the 
ſcriptures are wholly falſe, or whally true. 
They cannot be partly falſe,” becauſe they are | 
entirely conſiſtent. They cannot be parth | 
0 Os „ 0-0 


2 Iſaiah iii. 15. 
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true, becauſe they declare themſelves to be 

the ruth i3/elf. If, then, denunciations of 
the heavieſt eternal puniſhments are contained 
in ſcripture, . againſt thoſe. who have not 
charity, and eſpecially that ſpecies of charity 
which conſiſts in relieving the wants of our 
fellow. creatures: they who lay up treaſures 
for themſelves, and. are not rich to God, who 

| <ontrovert. the deſigns, abuſe the mercies, 
Intercept the bounty of their Creator, cannot 
hope to eſcape without moſt certainly feeling 
the tremendous effects of divine diſpleaſure. 
Conſcience may lumber, but-it cannot ſleep. 
It ſignifies not to trifle with idle hopes; the 
day of account muſt come; and not the leſs 
furely becauſe uncertain. The ground of 4 
certain. rich man brought forth plentifully, and he 


becauſe I have no room where to beſtow my fruits? 
And he ſaid, This will I do, I will pull down my 
barns, and build greater, and I will ſay unto my 
foul, Soul, thou haſ much goods laid up for many 
years, take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry. 
But God. faid unto him, Thou fool, this-night ſhall 
thy ſoul be required of thee.* Pauſe, and con- 
Ber WHAT SHALL THAT MAN SAY WHEN 

u 


* Luke xii. 16. 5 


thought within himſelf, ſaying, What ſhall I dv, 


21 


HE APPEARS, AND APPEAR HE MUST, ur- 
FORE THE PRESENCE OF HIS Gop ? od 


A "Ti words more, Wee dur own line 
of conduct, ſhall conclude my diſcourſe. It is 
of the higheſt importance that we ſhould be 
perſuaded of theſe truths, that the only way | 
to ſecure to ourſelves the mercies of God, is 
to endeavour to deſerve them ; and that the 
miſconduct or guilt of others, is no excuſe for 
our own. | Reſignation to the diſpenſations of 
Providence, is the ſureſt method of alleviating 


our calamifies ; while, on the other hand, 
4 impatient repining is a ſure cauſe of mifery 
1 to ourſelves, and is often productive of the 

f moſt miſchievous effects. It is to this reſtleſſ- | 
he neſs of temper, uninfluenced by motives of Þ} 
„ I -<ligious patience, that we muſt attribute the” | | 
2 ruinous guilt of thoſe, who by attempting as 


ny they thought, to redreſs their injuries, have 
17 both aggravated the public ſufferings, and 
ny haraſſed the public peace, by acts of unpar- 
h. donable outrage and guilty violence. If a 
1 ſcarcity is real, the wilful deſtruction of the | || 
. neceſſaries of life can only increaſe it ; if it 
. be artificial, ſtill it can only furniſh a ſure and 
HE er failing argument to the authors of it, 

| for 
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Grits. .continuance., Refides, ; in All cafes, the 
loſs never falls on the. perſon whoſe property 
is deſtroyed. The inſurance offices, or the 
public. at. large; are. the. ultimate ſufferers. 

And this wanton os; only occaſion 
the loſs of peace ta. the. inoffenſtve neigh- 
bourhood; and, if detected, the loſs. of life 
to the offending. parties. Beſides, the ſpirit 
of revenge with which ſuch acts are perpetrat- 
ed; is ſo contrary to the ſpirit of. Chriſtianity, 
that we may be aſſured its indulgence will be 
attended with the moſt fatal, conſequences to 
our eternal happineſs; and we may obſerve. 
alſo, that the juſt and reaſanable-laws of any 
country, can never be wilfully.violated;-with- 
out at the ſame time: offending., againſt the 
laws of God. Acts of riotous and tumultuous 
violence; will give ſtrength to unlawful com- 
binations, permanency to extortion, and can 
only ſerve to: aggravate either e 

in with tenfold horror. | L 


2 Sell however I think, that there are jut 
and lawful means of :redreſs; and to all ſuch 

ve may ſafely, and it becomes us, to reſort. 
Las may be. enforced. againſt; monopdliſts, 
* o formed to abſtain as 


much 
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much as poſlible. from certain articles of com- 
man ſupply... Zut then ſuch aſſociations muſt 
be religiouſiʒ and inviolably adhered to in all 
their reſolutions, or they will wholly loſe their 
good effe&., Theſe conſiderations, however; 
. place; and. I only wiſk 
to warn you, in my preſent ſituation, of that 
important truth, which can never be ſuffi- 
ciently infiſted on at the preſent juncture, that 
the abuſe of God's mercies by others, affords 
not to us the ſhadow of excuſe for purſuing a 
fimilar conduct. If we wiſh. not to ſhare. in 
the eternal. puniſhment of the guilty, let us 
not be partakers of their guilt ; above all, 
let us not enhance it, by adding outrage to 


wrong, and the defiance of human laws to 
the violation of divine. 


'To conclude, let us conſider the mercies 
of God in their true light, forgetting not, 
that we receive our breath, our life, our þ 
ſuſtenance, our comforts; and every blefling | 
we enjoy, from his paternal care. Let us 
endeavour to follow the example of his 
goodneſs, relieving the wants, ſoftening the 
ſorrows, compaſſionating the ignorance, al- 
lowing for the frailties, pardoning the errors, 
of 
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of our 'fellow-creatures; forbearing one another, 
forgiving o one another, euen as God for Chrift*s ſake 
hath forgiven us. © Remembering, that to the 
mercies of God we owe all our happineſs i in 
this world, and to that miracle of mercies, 
aur Redemption, all our _"_ of happineſs 
in the world to come. 
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THE END. 
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